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INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

 Anti-tetanus vaccine compulsory and B hepatitis vaccine advised (vaccination certificate required). 
 Volunteers must start their voluntary service in good health. They are required to report 

immediately the arising of any health problems. Continuous contact with nature and animals may 

favour the onset of allergies (e.g. to pollens, Gramineae, dust, mites, hair) that can be a serious 

impediment for work (see the enclosed Sanitary document). 

 All volunteers have to attend a minimum initial volunteering period of 30 days, but we prefer those 

who can give more time availability. Trainers (either members of the Centre staff or senior 

volunteers) will give new volunteers theoretic-practical information about: 

 Association’s activities and goals; 

 trading and possession of autochthonous and exotic fauna legislation; 

 hosted animals feeding and cleaning; 

 wounded or needing animals assistance and care; 

 dealing and handling wild and exotic fauna; 

 wounded wild and exotic fauna first aid. 

 During the first trial week Volunteers’ Responsible will evaluate whether to admit or not volunteers 

to the second part of the training course. During this period volunteers cannot part from their 

trainer without permission. 

 During this trial week volunteers are required to follow a guided visit at the Centre, in order to 

learn about and comprehend better Association’s activities and goals. We recommend if possible, 

to visit our web site as well: www.centrotutelafauna.org. 

 A flat-rate payment of 120 Euro is required for overheads and insurance charges.  

Payment by:  

postal account c/c n. 24418402;  

bank account c/c BPER – IBAN: IT 62 M 05387 37000 000000812013;  

bank account c/c INTESA SAN PAOLO – IBAN: IT 82 J 03069 09606 100000069062. 
 

All registered on behalf of “Centro Tutela e Ricerca Fauna Esotica e Selvatica - Monte Adone”; 

payment receipt must be given to Volunteers’ Responsible;  

the Centre will offer free full room and board (drinks and wine are not included). 

 The Centre has entered Emilia-Romagna volunteer’s unique insurance policy (drawn up by Società 

Cattolica Assicurazioni); therefore – in accordance with Deliberation 03/04/07 n. 432, article 5 by  
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Giunta Regionale – ”the Organisation assures volunteers taking part to working activities an injuries 

and health insurance that covers all problems connected to working activities and a third party 

insurance, in accordance with act 11/08/1991 n. 266, art. 4, as exposed in the insurance policy 

drawn up by the Insurance Company”. 

 

The Insurance Company informs that: from Accident Policy 

Art. 1 - Declarations about risk circumstances 

Unfounded declarations and contracting party’s reticence about circumstances that exert an influence on 

the risk assessment, can cause the partial or total loss of indemnity right, as well as cessation of insurance 

according to Artt. 1892, 1893 e 1894 C.C. 

Art.14 – Excluded Risks 

1. From driving/using agricultural and working machines; 

2. In case of drunkenness, psycho pharmaceuticals abuse, drugs and hallucinogens use; 

3. In case of fraudulent crimes committed or attempted from policy-holder. 

Art.18 – People not insurable 

Persons are not insurable, independently of specific evaluation on health condition in cases that: are 

afflicted with alcoholism, drug addiction or insanity such as organic brain syndrome, schizophrenic disorder, 

maniac depression or paranoid state 

 

 The Centre does not distribute drugs of any kind because the prescription and administration of any 

drug is a medical procedure; the volunteer must adopt recipe for any eventuality. Is recommended 

to volunteer at the Centre, to equip himself of any products needed for the most common diseases 

(headache, toothache, fever, muscle sprains, etc.) in advance. 

The Centre offers accommodation and meals to its volunteers. There are two types of 

accommodation at the Centre: 

- At the Centre there is a prefabricated accommodation with two rooms (one double and one 

quadruple) and an adjacent prefabricated accommodation with bathroom and living area. 

- About one kilometre from the Centre, there is an apartment in a semi-detached house with two 

triple and one double rooms. Within programmed turns, volunteers are responsible for cleaning 

their own accommodation and prompted for a minimum domestic help for the preparation of 

meals, to set the table and to clean the kitchen. 

Volunteers and managers eat all together in the Centre. Personal space for the exclusive use of 

each volunteer is little and this involves a total and continuous daily sharing. 
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 Volunteers are required to wear adequate work clothes: 

  at least 3 pairs of trousers (like trekking or military-style trousers), also in hot season the Centre 

prefers that volunteers wear long trousers. 

 T-shirts (also with long sleeves) 

  Sweatshirts (preferably without laces and hood) and possibly a light fleece or thermal mesh... in 

the evening it is cool even in summer 

 raincoat (with trousers too) 

 one jacket (not too heavy) 

 rubber boots 

  boots (hiking) preferably waterproof with anti-slip outsoles and with ankle protection system - 

COMPULSORY (the volunteer is not allowed to work in sneakers or other similar shoes 

 strong socks 

 slippers, no flip-flop 

 shoes (not working ones) 

 a little bag to put personal things during the work (can be useful) 

For the winter: 

 2/3 sweaters or piles and thermal meshes 

 Clothes and shoes for snow 

 Woollen thin gloves (to use under the rubber ones) 

 Winter jacket 

 Headset and neck warmer (for safety reasons, better avoid scarves) and woollen cap 
 

It is also required an outfit to be used for external interventions: a trekking pants and a pair of 

solid    colour    shirts    (blue    or    camouflage     colours     such    as     grey,    green,     beige). 

In general, it is important that even during the work the clothing of the volunteers is 

appropriate to the environment and all the activities planned, some of which also in contact 

with the public, citizens, and police forces. 

 

During the work volunteer must use gloves. The Centre will supply the volunteer with gloves right 

for the different activities; the volunteer has to be careful to use it during his voluntary period. If 

gloves will be lost, the volunteer will have to pay for new ones. 

The Centre can supply with bed linen and blankets volunteers coming by train or airplane. The 

volunteer must bring their own towels and laundry detergent; blankets and cushions are provided 

by the Centre.  
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In both apartments there is a washing machine for the use of volunteers, in addition, if necessary, in 

Pianoro (the nearest village that is 8 km from the Centre) there is a laundromat. 

The volunteer will benefit from a free day per week that will be agreed with the managers, 

compatible with the needs of the volunteer and the Centre. 

Centre is found only on volunteers’ work, for this reason it’s required sympathy and collaboration in 
difficult and emergency daily situations that can happen. 

 To get to the Centre from Bologna station take local train to Pianoro (Bologna-Prato line, approx. 

15/20 min). the Centre is approx. 8 km off Pianoro station; volunteers must therefore communicate 

the exact time of arrival a few days in advance; to meet Staff’s needs they’d better arrive at lunch 

or dinner time. 

 The Centre can also be reached by car, following the enclosed instructions: 

Motorway A1 Bologna-Firenze, exit “Sasso Marconi” and follow for Badolo, then turn right and 

again the road signs to “Badolo” (hilly road). 

From Badolo follow road signs to “Brento-Monte Adone”, and drive for approx. 5 km along a 

narrow road in the woods (N.B. when coming to a sloping crossroads follow road signs to the 

Centre on the left); pass “Brento” sign and, after a few hundred meters, Monte Adone 

Restaurant (red building on the right); take the second road on the left. On the corner stands the 

Association’s logo; go along this road for approx. 1 km following the Association’s road signs. 

From Bologna: by-pass, exit n. 12, follow road signs to trunk-road “della Futa” (S.S. 75) known 

also as “Nazionale Toscana”. After reaching this road keep on driving straight ahead. 50 mt. after 

“Rastignano” sign turn right and follow road signs to “Fondovalle” (a straight large road by the 

river). Once reached the bottom of the valley (Fondovalle) follow road signs to “Brento”. 1 km 

after “Brento” sign turn right; on the corner stands the Association’s logo; go along this country 

road for aprox. 1 km following the Association’s road signs. 

On the left of the Centre gate there is a parking area. 

Also driving volunteers are required to communicate time of arrival a few days in advance. 

 At the Centre there is signal for mobile phones Vodafone, Poste mobile and Wind, Tim and Tre have 

signal only outside the gate of the Centre, Iliad has an intermediate coverage. To those owning a 

Tim mobile or not owning a mobile we recommend buying in advance pre-paid phone cards; the 

Centre phone can be used to receive private phone calls, but because there is only one line it 

cannot be used for more than 10 minutes. 

 Inside the headquarters of the Center there is internet connection and WiFi (the signal is not very 

strong). There is no internet connection in both rooms. There is no computer for the exclusive use 

of volunteers, therefore, in case of personal needs, it is advisable to bring your own pc.  
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The Centre’s computer may be used only for emergencies and in agreement with those responsible. 

 

 Important factors in recruiting volunteers are: adaptability, love and willingness to live in contact 

with animals (the Centre hosts 7 dogs and one cat too that can enter the house), aptitude to work 

and to live in a community, goodwill and spirit of adaptation, practicality and spirit of organisation. 

 

Contact with wounded and dangerous animals puts volunteers in the necessity to perform their 

daily duties carefully, precisely and to show a big sense of responsibility. 

ACTIVITY: The Centre is committed to recovering and rescuing wounded autochthonous wild 

animals (deer, roes, raptors, hedgehogs, foxes, dormice, etc.). It also deals with the protection of 

abandoned or abused exotic fauna (felines, primates, parrots, etc.) in case of cruelty and 

unauthorised trade and possession. The volunteers are required to feed, clean, take care of 

animals and they follow the Centre staff in their day and night rescuing operations of wounded 

fauna, since in springtime the volunteers will spend a big part of their time rescuing wounded 

autochthonous wild animals, nursing and taking care of their young. In Spring and Summer all the 

staff attend maintenance and building activities (aviaries, cages, pens, etc.), and volunteers are 

required   to   help,   for   example,   painting,   creating    new    enclosures’    enrichments,     etc. 

Due to a specific agreement with COOP Alleanza 3.0, volunteers go six times a week to three 

supermarkets for the recovery of food stocks. The work is organized within four paths: "Earth", 

"Fire", "Water" and "Air". While trying to consider personal preferences, it is the Managers who 

decide the assignment to one of these paths of work. The attainment of autonomy in the assigned 

work path is required before it can be assigned to another. 

The work path "Fire" includes primates and felines: by virtue of the strict safety regulations, 

volunteers who deal with these species are the most experienced volunteers, volunteers of 

Universal Civil Service and volunteers who guarantee the Centre a stay of at least six months. 

The working path "Water" includes native wild animals injured or in difficulty; during the spring and 

summer months there is an increase in the recovery activity of native wildlife injured and small 

found in difficulty or abandoned and it is exactly in this period that the path "Water" is integrated 

by the path "Air". In this period of the year many hours of the volunteer shift will be spent in the 

care and breastfeeding of these specimens 

 The daily schedule and the timetable can change according to the seasons, the number of 

volunteers, the requests of rescue and other unexpected occurrences so the Centre asks to 

volunteer to be flexible in time work. Generally working hours are about from 8.30 am to 1.30 pm,  
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and, after a 2-hour lunchbreak, from 4.00 pm to 7.30/8 pm; lunchtime and dinnertime are very 

important moments where the volunteers and the Centre staff can share emotions, opinions, ideas 

and experiences. Volunteers who want to help the Centre with their work will not participate in a 

time limited work project, but they must be aware that they will be active part in association’s 

activities, that are really exacting and have not a precise timetable. 

 

 Volunteers will be required, especially during the first probationary week, to learn all the range of 

activities run by the Centre and to experience the different activities. Only after acquiring some 

experience of the Centre lifestyle, they will be encouraged towards more vocational activities. 

 In case of incapacity for illness, for reasons of study or work, or for any other personal reason, it is 

the express duty of the volunteer, to cancel with reasonable advance (usually at least two weeks) 

the period of stay at the Centre. Remember that our association is based on volunteering; accuracy 

and fairness are essential for efficient organization and good collaboration. In general, therefore, 

we recommend that you always notify us in advance of any other projects/commitments that may 

change the availability guaranteed by the volunteer. 
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